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ROLUL REGIUNILOR IN CREAREA UNEI EUROPE PENTRU TOTI CETATENII

]
Adunate la Strassbourg pe 24 si 25 decembrie 2005 la Adunarea Generald a

Regiunilor Europei;

Si sarbatorind 20 de ani de muncd a Adunarii Regiunilor Europene singura
organizatie europeana care aduna laolaita toate regiunile Europei, indiferent de forma lor
poiitica; :

in ajunul sarbatoririi a 10 ani de la Declaratla asupra Regionalismului a ARE;

Reprezentantii politici alesi ai regiunilor europene

Au considerat si au discutat despre: ’

Rolul regiunilor in exploatarea potentialului creativ si inovativ al Europei,
Necesitatea unei mai mari transparente si calculari in procesul decizional european

si rolul cheie al regiunilor in aceste procese,
Contributia regiunilor la crearea unei Eyrope orientate cétre cetateni, bazatd pe

valori fundamentale. .

Si au aprobat aceastd Declaratie asupra rolului regiunilor in revigorarea obiectivului
privitor [a 0 Europé puternicd, democraticd, inovativa, creativa si multiculturald, atenta la si
bazata pe nevoile cetdteanului:

1

Context

T ——— X

Urmand unei perioade de conflict intens gi devastator in prima parte a secolului XX,
un proces de 60 de ani de uniune european —'reflectat in particular in munca Consiliului
Europei gi a Uniunii Europene - a generat pace, stabilitate, consolidare democratica,
prosperitate i dezvoltare economica pe tot cuprinsul continentului nostru.

Totusi, astazi, Europa infrunta noi provocari si aceasta stabilitate si prosperitate nu
poate fi luatd pe garantie. Aceasta include, pe de o parte, fenomenul de globalizare catre
care Europa trebuie sa se indrepte si pe care trebuie sa-l imbratiseze daca doreste sa-si
mentind pozitia de jucator cheie in economia mondiald, identificarea factorilor care
favorizeaza extinderea terorismului si rezolvarea acestora, si pe de alta parte, provocarile
excluderii sociale, decadenta culturald a societatii, degradarea mediului inconjurdtor si
modificarile demografice.

Europa poate raspunde cu succes acestor provocéri daca statele sale, regiunile si
cetatenii lucreazd Tmpreuna in spiritul solidaritdtii. Uniunea europeana este cheia
succesului Europei si ar trebui s se bazeze pe cooperare in cadrul si intre Consiliul
Europei, Uniunea Europeana, parteneriate regionale si participarea activa a cetéatenilor.
Totusi conceptul de spatiu European comun nu mai are aceeasi rezonantd pentru cetateni
cum avea acum 60 de ani. Cetatenii nu mai simt ca se afla in centrul procesului de
cooperare europeana. Multi cetateni nu inteleg munca institutiilor europene si isi exprima
disconfortul fatad de cota ridicata de putere a acestora si lipsa legitimarii democratice.



O noua abordare trebuie identificata pentru reapropierea Europei de cetatenii ei.
Regiunile Europei, ca jucatori cheie in procesul cooperare europeand, au de jucat un rol
de pivot pentru a se asigura cd un nou concept al Europei poate fi dezvoltat, care ja fi
construit pe viziunea impartasita a cetateanului european si se adreseazd cu succes

'i

provocarilor de azi. _ :
Regiunile pot juca rolul cheie in cooperarea europeana prin: o

- Exploatarea potentialului creativ si inovativ al Europen si al reglunllor sale

- Contributia la Tmbunatitirea transparentei si calcuiului in procesul decizional
european _ »

- Contributia la crearea unei Europe orientate catre cetateni. '

Exploatarea potentialului creativ gi inovativ al Europei gi al regiunilor sale

Strategia de la Lisabona a Uniunii Europene a subliniat pe baza rolului institutiilor

europene si al statelor membre n realizarea obiectivelor de dezvoltare si Iocurn de
muncé in Europa.

Totusi, adevaratul progres in dezvoltarea economiei europene nu poate fi realizat fara

completa integrare a regiunilor in viitoarea dezvoltare si implementare a strategiei de la

Lisabona, si inzestrarea lor cu resursele necesare pentru asumarea rolurilor lor. [

Regiunile sunt cele care stiu cel mai bine nevoile si punctele forte ale teritoriilor lor. I!fnn
urmare ele se afla in cea mai buna pozitie pentru a dezvolta strategii care s& vizeze si
sd iTmbunatdteascd potentialul pentru dezvoitare, care va contribui ulterior la
imbunatdtirea competitivitatii si atractivitatii generale a Europei. Regiunile sunt cele
care, spre exemplu, creeaza conditiile pentru inovatie si competitivitate prin punerea in
fapt a unui cadru care faciliteaza antreprenoriatul $i creativitatea. Ele pot s& dezvolte
un mediu socio-economic favorabil pentru SME care reprezintd factorii cheie ai
economiei europene, prin facilitarea accesuiui lor la finante, dezvoltarea unor centre;de
resurse pentru ajutarea acestora pentru depégirea barierelor inovationale, sau gprin
emiterea unei inteligente economice. Ele pot de asemenea s& mﬂuenteze cooperarea
universitati-mediu de afaceri, sa promoveze antreprenoriatul intre femei si persoanele

tinere prin initiative concrete. *

Strategiile de dezvoltare regionald sunt eficiente pentru ca se adreseaza nevoilor reale
de la fata locului. Inovatia si creativitatea vor lua forme diverse in diferite regiuni.
Diversitatea specificd regiunilor europene este cea care actioneazi ca un factor de
intdrire a inovatiei si creativitatii pe continentul nostru si ne ofera un avantaj competltlv

pe piata mondial.

Coeziunea sociald pe care este construit modelul eurcpean de dezvoltare economica
trebuie sa fie reintarit in economia globalizata si regiunile sunt cele care, odata gasit
cadrul corect, pot asigura cd un model de dezvoltare european sustenabil si de
includere sociala este urmat s$i actioneaza ca un factor care promoveazé
competitivitatea europeana decat sa o plafoneze. O conditie necesara pentru a obtine
coeziunea sociala este egalitatea intre sexe.

Intarirea coeziunii sociale, economice si teritoriale, concomitent cu incurajarea unei
competitii s&natoase intre regiunile Europei, poate doar sa ajute la imbunatatirea
pregatirii Europei pentru a juca un rol mai puternic ca niciodatad 'n economia mondiala.



Contributia la o transparenti si responsabilitate crescute in luarea deciziilor

europene 1

Situatia dificila in are $e gaseste Europa astazi si inabilitatea conducitorilor statelor
Uniunii Europene n creiarea unei viziuni comune a viitorului sdu, sugereaza o anumita
re-nationalizare a Eurppel si o departare fatda de idealurile europene. Metoda
comunitara de luarea deciziilor, in care tarile impreund ajung la decizii privind binele
comun, este tn pericol;de a fi erodat, 1dsdnd doar metoda interguvernamentald de
luare a deciziilor, bazata pe interesul propriu al tarilor interesate. Mai mult decat atat,
institutile europene sunt adesea vazute ca institutii birocratice, anonime, foarte
indepartate de problemele de zi cu zi ale cetatenilor europeni.
't

Regiunile pot sa joace un rol cheie in aducerea procesului european de fuare a
deciziilor mai aproape 'de cetateni. De la semnarea Acordului Unic European in 1986,
regiunile au actionat in mod gradat ca actori influenti ai procesului european de
formare a politicilor. impreuna cu autorititile locale, ele sunt responsabile pentru
implementarea politicii Uniunii Europene i de aceea au responsabilitati in a
garantarea faptului célnceea ce se hotaraste la nivelul Uniunii Europene se regaseste
pe teritoriul ei. Pentru ca politica Uniunii Europene séa fie efectiva, este important ca
experienta si foarte buna autocunoastere a regiunilor sa ajute in toate stadiile de
formare a politiciior. Multe dintre politicile Uniunii Europene , cum ar fi coeziunea
sociald, dezvoltarea economica, politicile de transport si de mediu depind atat de
actiunile regionale cét si de cele nationale pentru succesul lor. Regiunile sunt cele
care vad si experlmenﬁeaza impactul direct al acestor politici asupra cetatenilor. Prin
urmare este important ca regiunile s& fie incluse in procesul decizional pentru aceste
politici si sa fie imputernicite ca pe viitor s& joace un rol decisiv in viitoarele politici
europene. Prin urmare politicile europene vor fi dezvoltate pe principiile proximitatii,
parteneriatului, proportionalitatii, subsidiaritatii si calculului.

1
Contribuind la creareg unei Europe orientata spre cetatean

Rezuitatele referenduinu!w privind Tratatul Constitutiei Europene din Franta si
Norvegia demonstreaza ca Uniunea Europeana nu a reusit s& comunice In mod
eficient viziunea sa catre cetéteni sau s ia asteptarile lor in consideratie. Rezultatele
referendumului din Franta si Norvegaa trebuie privite relativ, retinand de asemenea
rezultatul pozitiv ale referendumulm din Austria, Germania, Spama Italia, Grecia,
Ungaria, Lituania, Slovenia si Slovacia. Oricum pare ca un proiect dezvoltat care nu
a putut gasi suportul, alegatorilor in cele doua importante State Membre. Stagnarea
care a urmat procesului de ratificare a afectat de asemenea credibilitatea UE fata de
vecinii sdi. UE are inca un drum lung de parcurs in angajarea incd o data cetatenii
intr-o viziune comuna referitoare la viitorul Europei. Ar trebui, de asemenea sa fie
notat, si cd Tn acelasi timp, rezultate pozitive au fost obtinute in urma a doua
referendumuri, care s+au desfagurat in Elvetia, adéncind relatiile bilaterale cu
Uniunea Europeana.

Astfel, regiunile sunt importante in jucarea rolului de legaturd intre cetateni si
Uniunea Europeana; ei pot ajuta la reluarea legaturii dintre Europa si cetatenii sai. O
Europa bine inradacinata in cadrul regiunilor, ca si in state, este o Europa care se afla
n legéatura cu cetatenii.

Cooperarea transfrontaliera si interregionala a devenit o actiune comuna, aducéand
impreund nu numai politicienii regionali si oficialii cu similarii lor din toatd Europa, dar
si actorii din sectorul public si privat, toata societatea civila si cetatenil.



Regiunile europene demonstreaza cum ele si cetétenii lor por coopera si schimba pareri
asupra problemelor comune si impreuna sa identifice solutiile care sunt beneficetuturor.
Cooperarea interregionala dezvolta Intelegerea culturilor, creste informatia despre alte
regiuni, nationalitati, tradifii si limbi, astfel stimuleaza interesul public in prolilemele
europene. In mod gradual aceasta creeaza o reala dezbatere publica europeana, care
lipseste in prezent in Europa. In acest fel regiuniie construiesc conceptul de ,,Eurdpa" de
jos. De asemenea aceasta este o Europa care nu este delimitata de granitele geografice
ale Uniunii Europene; mai degraba se bazeaza pe agende comune, dileme si provocari la
nivel regional in tot continentul european. Prin cooperare interregionala, constructia
europeana devine un lucru tangibil. Acest tip de integrare europeana pe orizontala nu este
un ideal elitist, ci mai degrabd o modalitate de a trai viata de zi cu zi in vecinatate cu
cetatenii din alte tari europene si din toate regiunile europene.
!

Europa trebuie sa fie capabila in mod particular sa fie in relatie cu tinerii; ei sunt viitorul
proiectului european si trebuie sa simta ca se cladeste pe visele si aspiratiile lor pentru
continent. Europa trebuie sa relationeze cu generatiile cele mai tinere si sa le integreze si
pe acestea in dezvoltare ei. Parlamentarii regionali tineri europeni si consilierii pot juca un
rol cheie pentru a relationa Europa cu generatiile mai tinere. Programul ARE Eurodyssey,
care oferd locuri de munca pentru tinerii din regiune in alte tari europene, actioneaza de
asemenea ca un instrument pentru a incuraja deschiderea culturala si intelectuala; acesti
tineri reprezinta viitorul regiunilor noastre si potentialul nostru creativ. |

. . . . : o o .
Institutile europene si statele membre trebuie sa Tmputerniceasca cetatenii si sa-i
angajeze total in proiectul european. Regiunile vor juca rolul lor pentru a se asigura ca un
nou concept de alegator al Europei se naste. .

in conciuzie noi, regiunile europene, cerem Institutiilor Europene si Statelor:

i) Sa valorifice potentialul creativ si inovativ al regiunilor si al cetdtenilor sai, printr-un
suport financiar si structural adecvat pentru dezvoltarea regionaia si coeziunea teritgriala.

) Sa respecte diversitatea regiunilor i sa recunoasca potentialul cheie pe care Q'ceasté
diversitate 1l poseda in ceea ce priveste competitivitatea si calitatea vietii in Europa;

iiiy Sa se asigure de faptul c& regiunile si cetatenii acestora sunt complet integrati in
procesul decizional european $i au acces direct la factorii de decizie europeni. ‘

iv) S& construiascd un nou concept de Europd, care s reprezinte atat statull cat si
cetatenii si care sa acorde un rol mai mare cetatenilor.

v) Sa asigure respectul total gi implementarea principiului subsidiaritatii $i sa incurajeze $i
sa sprijine consolidarea regiunilor, ca $i elemente cheie ale democratiei europene.

vi) Sa permitd regiunilor indeplinirea eficientd a rolului lor, prin punerea la dispozitia
acestora a unor resurse financiare adecvate. . '
vii) S& promoveze relatii continue si puternice intre reprezentantii alesi si electoratul lor gi
sa dezvolte o comunicare clara in ceea ce priveste utilizarea resurselor financiare.

vii) S& garanteze marele scop al cooperarii intre regiunile Europei si astfel sa
reimprospateze cooperarea interregionald si transfrontaliera.

ix) Sa consolideze rolul regiunilor in managementul Fondurilor Structurale.

X) Sa angajeze tinerii din Europa in dezvoltarea de noi forte Tn scopul integrérii europene.
xi) Sa consolideze rolul regiunilor in dezvoltarea Uniunii Europene.

xii) Sa revigoreze comunicarea cu cetatenii in ceea ce priveste beneficile cooperarii
europene.

xili) 84 realizeze un impact asupra cetatenilor europeni, cu scopul de a construi o Europa
bazatd pe viziunea cetatenilor si inzestrata corespunzator pentru a face fatd provocarilor
europene ale secolului XXI.
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Mr Constantin DIRINEA
General Secrctary
N Consiliul Judetean Valcea
" Strada General Praporgescu nr. 5
RO-1000 RAMNICU VALCEA '
ROUMANIE

! _ Strasbourg, 7" Decentber 2005

Membership fees for 2006 ahd Final Declarati

Dear Sir,

This year the Assembly of 'Eluropean Regions (AER) held its General Meeting of European Regions on 24" -
25" November 2005 in Strasbourg, with more than 750 participants from almost 200 regions and 30
countries. The General Assetﬁbly was also the occasion to celebrate the 20" anniversary of the AER.

i
You will find attached the 'Final Declaration, the “Declaration of Strasbourg”, which was unanimously
adopted by the AER member Regions. The AER stresses the importance of providing adequate financial and
structural support to regicnal development and territorial cohesion. The declaration further asks'the creation
of a new concept of Europe, which represents both the state and the citizens, with an increasing role for the
citizens. 1 would kindly request you to bring this Declaration before your Parliaments or Regional
Assemblies, so that it may serve them as a good guide in the coming years. This Declaration is also available
on our website www.a-e-r.org, under “General Assembly”. Here you will also find some of the speeches that
were held on our topic: “}nnoﬁation - Using the creative potential of the Regions.”

]
Please aiso find enclosed wi&h this letter the subscription form for 2005. We would kindly request you to
transfer the annual payment tg dur bank account by 20™ February 2005 (please see attachment for details).

I
Finally, I would like to express a warm thank you to the Region of Alsace, for hosting this XXth General
Assembly of the Regions of Europe, as well as all the members who were present in Strasbourg,

l o
Next year, we will hold our General Assembly in Palma de Mallorca, at the kind invitation of the Baleares-E
(end of October/beginning November).

1 wish you a peaceful holida} season and a happy New Y ear for 2006,

Yours Sincerely,
.

Klaus KLIPP
Secretary General

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 7567 19
E-mail: secretariat@a-e-r.org - Website: www.a-e-r.org
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DI. Constantin DIRINEA
| Secretar General
'i. Consiliul Judetean Valcea
Strada General Praporgescu, nr.5
RO-1000 RAMNICU VALCEA
ROMANIA

Strasbourg, 7 Decembrie 2005

Taxele de membru pentru 2006 si Declaratia Finala

Draga Domhule,

Acest an Adunarea Regiunilor Europene (ARE) a organizat Adunarea General3 a
Regiunilor Europene pe data de 24 si 25 Noiembrie 2005 la Strasbourg, in prezenta
a mai muit de 750 de participanti din aproape 200 de regiuni si 30 de tari. Adunarea
Generala a fost in acelasi timp ocazia de a sarbatori aniversarea a 20 de ani de
ARE.

t
Veti gasi atasat Declaratia Finala, ,Declaratia de la Strasbourg”, care a fost adoptata
fn unanimitdte de reglunlle membre ARE. ARE subliniaza importanta gasirii
suportului fihanciar si structural adecvat pentru dezvoltarea regionala si coeziunea
teritoriala. Declaratia subliniaza mai departe crearea unui nou concept asupra
Europei, care reprezinta atat statul cat si cetatenii, cu un rol din ce in ce mai
important al cetatenilor. V-ag ruga respectuos sa prezentati aceasta declaratie
Adunarii Parlamentului sau Adunarii Regiunilor dumneavoastra, pentru a le servi
drept ghid péntru anii urmatori. Aceasta declaratie poate fi gasita si pe site-ul nostru
WWW.a-e-T. ofq sub egida ,Adunarea Generald”. Pe acest site veti gasi de asemenea
si cateva dmtre discursurile tinute pe tema propusa de noi: ,,Inovatle Folosirea
potentlalulmi creativ al Reglunllor

Veti gasi de asemenea inclus alaturi de aceasta scrisoare formularul de inscriere
pentru 2006. Va rugam respectuos sa transferati plata anuala in contul nostru bancar
pana la data de 20 Februarie 2006 (va rugam consultati documentele atagate pentru
detalii).

In final, as dori s adresez multumiri cilduroase Regiunii Alsacia, pentru gézduirea
celei de-a douazecea Adunari Generale a Regiunilor Europei, cat si membrilor care
au fost prezenti [a Strasbourg.

Anul viitor Adunarea Generala se va tine in Palma de Mallorca, la amabila invitatie a
Insulelor Baleare.(sfarsitul lui octombrie, inceputul lui noiembrie).
Va urez sarbatori linistite si un An Nou fericit in 2006.

Al Dumneavoastra,

Klaus KLIPP
Secretar General
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Assemblée des Régions d'Europe t
Assembly of European Regions - \
“Versamnlung der Regionen Europas .
' Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa , y
Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa i

20" Anniversary of the Assembly of European Regions
Declaration of Strasbourg 't

The Role of the Regions in Creating a Europe for All Citizens

Gathered in Strasbourg on 24" and 25" November 2005 in a General Meet:hg of the regions of
Europe,

and celebrating 20 years of the work of the Assembly of European Regions, the only European
organisation that brings together all regions of Europe, no matter what their poli}ical form'

on the eve of the 10™ anniversary of the AER Declaration on Regionalism, |

the elected political representatives of the European regions !
. . |
considered and discussed: ,

The role of the regions in harnessing the creative and innovative potential of Europe

The need for greater transparency and accountability in the European decision-making
processes and the key role of the regions in these processes

The contribution of the regions to the creation of a citizen-oriented ]‘Europe based upon
fundamental values |

And agreed the fol]owing Declaration on the role of the regions in re-invigorafing the objective of
a strong, democratic, innovative, creative and multicultural Europe, based updn and responsive to

the needs of its citizens:
)
Context

)
Following a period of intense and devastating conflict in the first part of the twentieth century, a
60-year process of ever closer union in Europe - reflected in particular in the work of the Council
of Europe and the European Union - has produced peace, stability, democratlc consolidation,
prosperity and economic development throughout our continent.

However, today, Europe faces new challenges and this stability and prosperity cannot be taken for
granted. These include, on the one hand, the phenomenon of globalisation to which Europe must

" rise and which it must embrace if it is to continue to be a key player in the world economy, the

underlying factors encouraging the spread of terrorism which must be identified and addressed,
and, on the other hand, the challenges of social exclusion, a cultural ‘dumbing-down’ of society,
environmental degradation and demographic change.

Europe can only respond to these challenges successfully if its states, regions and citizens work
together in the spirit of solidarity. Ever closer unton in Europe is the key to Europe’s success and
should be based upon co-operation within and between the Council of Europe, the European

' In the case of England, it is the County Councils which are members of the AER

& rue Oberlin F-67000 STRASBOURG )
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 {7 - Fax: +33 (0}3 B8 75 67 19

E-mail:

secretariat@a-e-r.org - Website: www.a-e-r.org
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UnioL, regional partnerships and the active participation of the citizens. Yet the concept of a
commbn European space no longer has the same resonance for citizens that it did 60 years ago.
Citizens no longer feel that they are at the centre of the European co-operation process. Many
citizer'{s do not understand the work of European institutions and express their discomfort about
their sheer volume of power and the lack of democratic legitimation.

A new approach must be identified that can reconnect Europe with its citizens. The European
Regions, as key players in the European co-operation process, have a pivotal role to play in
ensuring that a new concept of Europe can be developed, which is built upon the shared vision of
the European citizens and successfully addresses the challenges facing them today. The provision
of decision-making competences and rights of consultation to the regions can act as a counterpoint
to the concentration of power with the European institutions and, in this way, increase the
acceptance of Europe, in particular in those countries which currently remain outside of the

European Union.
Regioins can play this key role in European co-operation through:
-| Harnessing the creative and innovative potential of Europe and its regions
- ' Contributing to enhanced transparency and accountability in European decision-making

- Contributing to the creation of a citizen-oriented Europe

Harnessing.the Creative and Innovative Potential of Europe and its Regions

The Furopean Union’s Lisbon Strategy has, to date, focused upon the role of the European
institutions and the Member States in realising the twin goals of growth and jobs in Europe.
However, real progress on the development of Europe’s economy cannot be made without fully
integrating the regions into the further development and implementation of the Lisbon strategy,
and providing them with the necessary resources to effectively assume their roles.

1t is the regions that best know the needs and strengths of their territories. They are therefore in the
best ppsition to develop strategies aimed at enhancing the potential for growth, which contribtite,
in tury, to improving the overall competitiveness and attractiveness of Europe. It is the regions, for
instance, which create the conditions for innovation and competitiveness by putting into place a
framework that facilitates entrepreneurship and creativity. They can, in particular, develop a good
socioseconomic environment for SMEs, which represent key factors of Europe’s economy, by
facilitating their access to finance, setting up resource centres to help them overcome innovation
barriers, or by diffusing economic intelligence. They can also positively influence university-
business co-operation, and promote entrepreneurship among women or young people through
concrete initiatives.

Regional development strategies are efficient because they are tailor-made to address the real
needs on the ground. Innovation and creativity will take different forms in different regions. It is
the specific diversity of Europe’s regions that acts as a factor to strengthen innovation and
creativity in our continent and gives us a competitive advantage in the global market place.

The social cohesion, upon which the European model of economic development is built, must be
reinforced in the globalised economy and it is the regions, once given the right framework, which
can ensure that a socially inclusive and sustainable model of European development is pursued and
acts as a factor that promotes European competitiveness rather than hinders it. One necessary
condition to achieve social cohesion is gender equality.

Vre% www.a-e-r.org
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Strengthening social, economic and territorial cohesion, whilst encouréging healthy competition
between the European regions, can only help to improve Europe’s preparedness for playing an
ever-stronger role in the world economiy. £

H
:l

Contributing to Increased Transparency and Accountability in Europ,e_. an Decision-making

The difficult situation in which Europe finds itself today and the inability of Heads of State of the
European Union to create a common vision of its future, hints towards g certain re-nationalisation
of Europe and a shift away from European ideals. The Community-method of decision-making, in
which countries collectively reached decisions for the common good, is in danger of being eroded
to leave only an intergovernmental method of making decisions that is based on individual self-
interest of the countries concerned. Moreover, the European institutions are too often seen as
faceless bureaucratic institutions, far removed from the everyday lives of the European citizens.

Regions can play a key role in bringing the European decision- maklng process closer to the
citizens. Since the signing of the Single European Act in 1986, regions Have gradually emerged as
influential actors in the European policy-making process. Together with'local authorities, they are
responsible for the implementation of the vast majority of EU policy and therefore have
responsibility for ensuring that what is decided at the EU level actually works on the ground. In
order for EU policy to be effective, it is important that the experience and grassroots knowledge of
the regions feeds into all stages of the policy-making process. Many of the European Union’s
policies, such as social cohesion, economic development, transport nd environment policies
depend upon regional as well as national action for their success. It is the regions that see and
experience the direct impact of these policies upon the citizen. It is therefore important that regions
are included in the decision-making fora on these policies and that they are enabled to play a
decisive role in shaping the future policies of Europe. In this way, European policies will be
developed that are based upon the principles of proxlmlty, partnership, proportlonallty,
subsidiarity and accountability.

i
Contributing to the Creation of a Citizen-oriented Europe f,

The results of the referenda on the European Constitutional Treaty in Flfance and the Netherlands
demonstrated that the European Union did not succeed in effectively communicating its future
vision to the citizens or in taking their expectations into consideration. The results of the referenda
in France and the Netherlands should be viewed relatively, bearing in mind the positive outcome

~ of the referenda in Austria, Germany, Spain, Italy, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Slovenia and

Slovakia. However, it appears that a project developed, which could not'find grassroots support in
two important EU Member States. The consequent stagnation of the ratification process also
affected the credibility of the EU vis-a-vis its neighbours. The EU now has a long way to go to
once again engage citizens in a common vision of the future of Europe. It should also be noted,
however, that at the same time, positive outcomes were obtained in two referenda that were held in
Switzerland, deepening the bilateral relationship with the European Union.

The regions therefore have an important role to play in acting as the link between the citizens and
the European Union; as one of the democratically-elected levels of government closest to the
citizen, they can help to re-connect Europe with the citizens. A Europe rooted in the regions, as
well as in the states, is a Europe that is in touch with its citizens.

Interregional and crossborder co-operation have become commonplace, bringing not only regional
politicians and officials together with their counterparts from across Europe, but also bringing
together public and private actors, all of civil society and citizens. Through concrete initiatives, the
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Eut'.opean regions demonstrate how they and their citizens can co-operate and exchange ideas on
corimon issues and problems and together identify solutions that are beneficial to all. Interregional
co-pperation develops cross-cultural understanding, increasing knowledge of other regions,
nationalities, traditions and languages, and thus stimulates public interest in European issues.
Gra:'dually this creates a real European-wide public debate, which at present Europe is missing. In
this way, regions are building the concept of ‘Europe’ from below. Moreover, this is a Europe that
is nof confined to the geographical boundaries of the European Union; rather it is based on
common agendas, dilemmas and challenges at the regional level throughout the European
cofitinent. Through interregional co-operation, European construction becomes .something
tanhlb]e This type of horizonta! European integration is not an elitist ideal, but rather a way of
living everyday life in close proximity with citizens of other European countries and of all
Eufopean regions. _
Europe must particularly be able to relate to its young people; they are the future of the European
project and must feel that it is built upon their dreams and aspirations for the continent. Europe
must reach out to the younger generations and integrate them into its development. Regional youth
paliaments and councils can play a key role in connecting Europe with the younger generation.
The AER’s Eurodyssey programme, which provides work placements for young people in regions
in- other European countries, also acts as a tool to encourage the professional adaptation of young
people to the international job market, and encourages cultural and intellectual openness; these
yoping people represent the future of our regions and our creative potential. :

The European institutions and the Member States need to empower the citizens and engage them
fully in the European project. The regions will play their part in ensuring that a new grassroots
copcept of Europe is born. :

In E:onciusion, we, the European regions, ask the European Institutions and the States: |

+

(i) To harness the creative and innovative potential of the regions and of their citizens, by
providing adequaté financial and structural support to reglonal development and territorial

cnlgesmn

(1dl To respect the diversity of the regions and to recognise the key potential that this
diviersity represents for competitiveness and quality of life in Europe.
|

(iiii) To ensure that the regions and their citizens are fully integrated in European Union
decision-making processes and have direct access to the European decision-makers.

(lv) To build a new concept of Europe, which represents both the state and the citizens, with
ammcreasmg role for the cltwens

(v) To ensure full respect and |mplementauon of the principle of subsidiarity and to
encourage and support the strengthening of the regions as key components of European
.democracy.

(vi) To enable regions to carry out their role effectively, by providing them with adequate
competences and financial resources.

(vii) To promote continuous, strong relationships between elected representatives and their
electorate and to foster clear communications on the use of public financial resources.

(viii) To guarantee the greatest scope for co-operation between European regions and to
thereby reinforce cross-border and interregional co-operation.

(ix) To strengthen the role of Regions in the management of EU structural funds.
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(x) To fully engage young people throughout Europe in the development of a new impetus
for European integration. v

(xi) To strengthen the role of Regions in the devélopment of the European Union.

(xii) To reinforce communication with the titizens about the benefit of European co-
operation. :

(xiii) To reach out to the European citizens,'th.rough the regions, in order to build a Europe
based upon the vision of the citizens and equlnped to successfully meet the challenges facing
the Europe of the 21* century.
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